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Greetings:  

 

Well, here we are in the final stretch of our fraternal 
year and things have gotten a little better. I hope that 
everyone is trying to stay safe and healthy as possible. 
As of this time the restrictions and the guidelines from 
our State Government, local county, and city            
restrictions and guidelines are still in effect. So, we are extremely limited 
as to what we can or can not do as an organization. Our State Meetings 
Chairman Past State President Lee Schwein and his committee have been 
in constant contact with the hotel, but the possibility of having an annual 
convention in May does not look hopeful. The hotel is under the same    
restrictions as every business with limited number of people in one         
location, skeleton staffing, and basic menus. We will research everything 
and look at every possible solution that may be presented to us and if there 
is any way possible to have a convention we will certainly do our best.  

 

Incoming Exalted Rulers, by now you have received your registration 
form and the information letter from PSP Jerry Grimes, who along with 
his wife Linda are  our Grand Lodge Headquarters Committee for Arizona, 
about attending the GL Convention in Tampa Florida starting on July 4th 
2021, please fill out this form and return it as soon as possible.  They will 
normally hold a number of rooms for all the Exalted Rulers, Ritual Teams, 
etc., but they still need your returned form with deposit right away, also 
the check from each lodge for the hospitality room at GL. PSP Jerry and 
Linda would normally hold a meeting at the AEA convention but since 
that is in a limbo state they are relying on each individual ER and lodge to 
complete and return the forms. Please try to help and comply with their 
instructions. 

 

 

 

Continued on page 2.  
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Continued from page 1.  
 

 

I was very honor to attend the North/West District Ritual competition 
held at Sun City Lodge 2559, and the East/South District Ritual     
competition held at Tucson East Lodge # 2532 all total there were 7 
lodges competing. I would like to express my sincere and most        
gracious “THANK YOU” to the Exalted Rulers and Officers who   
competed in those competitions. To witness, along with other members 
in attendance, this type of commitment, was absolutely amazing. I 
know that membership is the bloodline of Elkdom, but I believe Ritual 
is the heart of Elkdom. To my observation there were no losers, only 
winners in every sense of the word. My congratulations to all the 
teams, coaches, candidates, and the Ritual committee for having a very 
well-run Ritual contest. Looking forward to visiting a few more lodges 
before the end of the year, so please stay safe, healthy, and happy. 

 

God Bless our troops, God Bless our First Responders, and God Bless 
America.  

 

 

Fraternally 

Rich Botkin, President 

Arizona Elks Association 
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“Coolidge-Florence Elks #2350 Hosts Annual Dinner Event” 

At the Coolidge-Florence Elks #2350 annual Veterans dinner event, we had the opportunity to meet and 
speak with an army veteran that was invited by our Lecturing Knight, Lina Austin. Henry Harris was        
diagnosed with sickle cell anemia and was about to become homeless. He owned a piece of property, but had 
no means of putting a residence on it. With the assistance of our lodge Officers and Board of Directors, we 
purchased an RV for his property.  The RV salesman, a Purple Heart recipient, waived his commission in 
order to lower the cost.  Mr. Harris is now the proud owner of an RV! 
 
Submitted by; Angela Shenk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured L to R:  Lina Austin (Lecturing Knight), Henry Harris, and Micky McGraw-Steien (Exalted Ruler) Chuck Fox. 
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“Yuma Elks #476 Donates to the Safe House of Yuma Shelter” 

The Yuma Elks Lodge 476 donated $5,500.00 to the Safe House of Yuma, a shelter for abused women and 
children.  The funds were made available through grants from the Elks National Foundation.   
 

 
Submitted by:  John Fuller, ENF Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pictured from left;  Safe House Director Sandra Ramos, President and CEO Jody White, and Exalted Ruler Don Jacobs. 



 “Bullhead City Elks #2408 Host Old Timer’s Night” 

Recently the Bullhead City Elks awarded service pins to our members ranging from 10 years to 60 years of 
service to our community. There were 88 members eligible to receive pins but many were not in                
attendance.  Congratulations to all. 
 

Submitted by;  Terri Frank, Public Relations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured L-R: Patrick Kelly, Alton Larson, Dwayne Witty, Paul Diffenderffer, Linda Morrow, Gene Quinn, James McCollum, 
Mike Swain and Ron Russell.  If Don Laughlin had been at the Elks meeting he would have received his 60-year pin. 
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“Lake Havasu Elks #2399 PERs donate to Dementia Charity” 

The Past Exalted Ruler Association donated $500.00 to the Dementia Connection of Havasu "Movin' for 
Memory" Walk.  Even through the pandemic, the Dementia Connection remained dedicated to               
providing support and education regarding issues related to dementia and Alzheimer's.    
 
 
Submitted by: Eva Fox, Lodge News Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured L-R:  PER Larry O. Lee, from Dementia Connection:  Libbe Gilbert, Virginia Michels, Devin White, Vilma Urbina and 
Roberta Bayles and PER Jack Zehr.  In front is Eli Gonzales. 



  “Bullhead City Elks Lodge #2408 Student of the Month Awards” 

Five seniors from Mohave Accelerated    
Learning Center were named Student of the 
Month.  The Bullhead City Elks are proud to 
honor them with a Certificate of Achievement 
for January.  Congratulations to all! 
 
Submitted by: Terri Frank, Public Relations 
 
Pictured L-R: James Borland, Jules Hunter, Dallas  
Davidson and Kyle Mathew Sicat.  Bryent Booze was 
not available for the photo.   
.  
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“Casa Adobes Elks #2663 Hosts Clothe-a-Kid Event” 

Today our lodge used the $3500 ENF Beacon Grant to take 35 children from a local elementary school 
(Laguna Elementary) for a shopping trip at the JC Penny store in the Tucson Mall.  Each child received a 
$100 gift for the purchase of clothes and shoes. The lodge had 30 members and 5 others volunteer to escort 
and assist the children while shopping.  The elementary school also brought along 11 faculty members to  
assist as well.    
 
Submitted by: Bruce C. Van Den Eng, Exalted Ruler 



  “Casa Grande Elks #1957 Americanism Essay Winners” 

Casa Grande Valley Elks held an Americanism essay contest for students of the Casa Grande area 
schools.  The theme of the essay this year was "How can patriotism be demonstrated?"  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Submitted by: Donna Johnson, Lodge Secretary 
 
 

Page  6                                                                         Arizona Elks News                                                        March 2021 

“Bullhead City Elks #2408 Student of the Month Awards” 

 
 
The Bullhead City Elks are proud to acknowledge 
two seniors from Mohave High School as “Students 
of the Month”.   
 
 
Submitted by: Terri Frank, Public Relations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured L-R: is Daniella Suttles who will study law and music 
upon graduation and Trevor Salahub who will be going to   
college in Nebraska on a wrestling scholarship.   

Americanism Essay Contest 1920-21 
Division II 7th & 8th Grade 

lst Place 
Elizabeth Osborn 

2nd Place 
Emery Siggard 

Americanism Essay Contest 1920-21 
Division I 5th & 6th Grade 

lst Place 
Aldo Ruiz 
2nd Place 

Andres Sauceda 

“Join the ENF Fidelity Club Today” 

Becoming a member of the Fidelity Club is simple! Enroll online 
at enf.elks.org/recurring and start your gift today! If you prefer to sign up 
through the mail, click here for an enrollment form. 

 

Questions? Contact enf@elks.org or 773/755-4728 for additional           

information about starting a monthly gift and joining the ENF Fidelity 

http://enf.elks.org/recurring
https://www.elks.org/SharedElksOrg/enf/files/FCSignupForm-Web.pdf
mailto:enf@elks.org


 “Casas Adobes #2663 Donates Backpacks for Veterans” 

Working in concert with the Tucson Veterans Serving Veterans (TVSV) organization, the Casas Adobes 
lodge #2663 in Tucson, AZ contributed 50 backpacks for their Homeless Veterans Stand Down effort.  All of 
the backpacks will be directly delivered to homeless Veterans throughout the Tucson area.  The Casas     
Adobes lodge regularly participates in TVSV projects in addition to direct support of the VA Homeless   
Veterans (HUD-VASH) Program. 
 
The TVSV is a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization that was started in 2002 with the primary goal of assisting 
local Veterans in need.  It’s comprised of members from federal, state, and local governments, as well as, 
private organizations that partner with Veteran service organizations to collaboratively facilitate the           
independence and self-sufficiency of Tucson area Veterans.  
 
Submitted by:  Submitted by: Bruce C. Van Den Eng, Exalted Ruler 
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Congratulations Arizona Elks and  Webmaster Barry “Bear” Carlile Jr. PER!!! 


