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Greetings Members:  

 

By the time you read this article I am sure you will have heard 
that there is going to be a Convention in May. Hoorah. This will 
be on Saturday May 15th and Sunday May 16th. This is going to 
be entirely different than any other May convention. I will    
explain a few of the details so you will not be surprised. First I 
would like to Thank PSP Lee & Sunday Schwein. They have 
worked extremely hard to make this convention happen, so the next time you see them 
please offer your thanks and support for all their efforts. 

 

The actual convention will be three days, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday with business 
sessions on Saturday and ending on Sunday with the installation of new officers.  The 
registration desk will be open on Friday May 14th, from noon until 5:00 pm, Saturday 
May 15th from 7:00 am till 1:00 pm and on Sunday May 16th from 7:00am until 8:00 
am. You should have received your registration form so please fill them out and return 
it in a timely manner. This year it is going to be mandatory for all Exalted Rulers 
and Lodge Secretaries to attend the convention. The Leading Knights are not   
required to attend this convention. Repeat, the Leading Knights are not required 
to attend this convention. The reason being is that we are, at this time limited to 125 
members allowed at the business meetings. Hopefully, this will change by May. This is 
not to say that you should not fill out a registration form if you want to attend the    
convention. 

Saturday May15th the business session will consist of two parts, the first starting at 
8:00 am until 11:00 am and then adjourn for lunch and reconvene at 1:00 pm until 3:00 
pm. There will be a roll call of lodges at the 8:00am and 1:00 pm sessions. Please 
plan to attend both sessions. 

 

Also, there will be a dinner on Saturday night May 15th , and the theme is the Fifties 
and Sixties so dress will be casual or in accordance with the theme.  

Because of restrictions there will not be a First Ladies Luncheon, but JoAnn will host 
the hospitality room for the spouses to enjoy coffee and danish on Saturday May 15th 
from 9:00 am until 10:30 am. 

Hospitality Room will be open on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday and will be monitored 
for entrance during the convention. Check as hours may vary. 

 

Continued on page 2.  
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Continued from page 1.  
 

 

A caution to all State Chairperson, this is a shorten convention so I will ask you 
to turn in a written report and limit your oral report as we will be pressed for time. 
As you will see by the agenda time is of the essence, reports are informative and 
important, but we must also respect all the committees for reporting convenience. 

Ritual Teams will perform on Friday at a time yet to be determined. State      
Chairman Al Kayal will notify the teams of their times to compete. 

 

AEMP will still entertain the “Exalted Rulers March” on Sunday May 16th, so 
please stay in the session and support all the work that has been accomplished   
during these critical times, bring your checks to drop in the basket. 

 

I will close with I hope this finds everyone safe, happy, and healthy. Please try to 
attend the convention and see old friends and renew some acquaintances.  

God Bless our troops, God Bless our First Responders, and God Bless everyone. 

 

Fraternally 

Rich Botkin, President 

Arizona Elks Association 
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Greetings: There is a lot going on in the association at this time. 
We will have a convention in May . It will be held on May 15th 
and 16th. I will not have a lady’s luncheon due to the time        
restrictions, however I will host a spouse’s coffee and danish on 
Saturday May 15th between 9 & 10:30 am. We will also have a  
fun night dinner and the theme will be fifties and sixties. I will 
be sending out more information concerning these events. I’m so 
happy that we will be able to have something that the members 

can attend and greet each other again. 

 

 President Rich and I have been traveling to as many lodges as we can, but due to 
safety and precaution features put unto place, we are limited as to our travels. So, if 
we show up at your lodge it is just to say hello and have some conversation with 
the members present. Please stay safe and hopefully we will see you in the near 
future. 

 

 

JoAnn Botkin 

1st Lady of Arizona 

“AEA First Lady JoAnn’s Message” 



On 3 March 2021, our lodge held our Hoop Shoot at the 

Carden School near our lodge.  The shoot was             

originally scheduled for January 13th but was moved to 

today by the school's request due to COVID-19          

concerns.  Twenty-Four students participated with eleven 

lodge members. 

 

 
Submitted by; Bruce C. Van Den Eng, Exalted Ruler 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
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“Casas Adobes Elks #2663 Receives Award” 

On 3 March 2021, the Casas Adobes Lodge was 
presented with a Certificate of Appreciation 
from the Laguna Elementary School. The 
school appreciated the hard word the Lodge has 
done regarding the Clothe-a-kid, Hoop and   
Soccer shoots, and Christmas dinner in a box.  
 

 
Submitted by; Bruce C. Van Den Eng, Exalted Ruler 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Casas Adobes Elks #2663 Hosts Hoop Shoot Contest” 



 “Flagstaff Elks #499 Host COVID-19 Vaccination POD” 

On Wednesday, 3 February 2021, the Flagstaff Elks Lodge #499 opened it’s doors to host a  COVID-19   
vaccination pod. The Lodge and event was featured in a full length article in the Arizona Daily Sun. For 
more information and details, please visit the Arizona Daily Sun website.  
 

Submitted by;  Jerry Grimes, SDGER 
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“Lake Havasu Elks #2399 Elkettes Raise $500  for Clothes Closet” 

A check for $250 was given to the Clothes Closet.  Funds came from Sees candy sales November-December 
by the Elkettes.  
 
With funds raised by selling Pie at the Elks lodge during dinner hours the Elkettes donated $250 to the 

Clothes Closet.   
 
Submitted by: Eva Fox, Lodge News team 

In the photo L-R:  Elkettes President Vanessa Brewster, Pie sales Chairperson Eva D. Fox, Clothes Closet founder Christine 
Watson Buntemeyer and volunteer manager Cindy M. Keasey. 



  “Bullhead City Elks Lodge #2408 Donates Scooter to Veteran” 

Recently Mr. Robert B Shoe of Bullhead City, a 
veteran himself, had acquired a scooter and rack and 
no longer needed it but wanted to give it to a veteran 
who really needed it.  Shue came to the Bullhead 
City Elks and gave it to the organization with those 
stipulations and the Elks agreed.  Dan Barron, 
Lodge Secretary, checked with several other          
organizations and talked with some of the members 
and no one came to mind.  However, Elk member 
Jerry Aucutt was in the Lodge one day and it was 
very apparent that Aucutt was the right guy for the 
scooter.  Aucutt is a veteran and he is hard of    
hearing, can no longer drive, and has a hard time 
getting around.  
 
Submitted by: Terri Frank, Public Relations 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured: sitting on his new scooter is Aucutt who is flanked 
by Dan Barron left, and right, Hubert "Beev” Beaver.  Beaver 
and Ralph Morisse had picked up the scooter, rewired it, and             
delivered it to a surprised and grateful Jerry Aucutt.  
 

Page  5                                                                        Arizona Elks News                                                   April 2021 

“Raceway Elks #2852 Hosts 11th Hour Toast Contest” 

Raceway had the honor of hosting the DDGER’s      
January Leading Knight Clinic. Among the many 
events that were part of this weekend was a ritual     
contest featuring the delivery of the 11 O’clock Toast. 
As the host Lodge, we were pleased to have our     
Leading Knight sign on as a participant. The contest 
was held at the  Masonic Lodge adjacent to our Lodge 
and featured 8 participants. Having personally           
witnessed the contest I was pleased with the perfor-
mance of all participants, however particularly proud of 
our Leading Knight. 
 
At the end of the contest Brother John Stergulz’s      
performance placed him in a dead tie with Diane     
Bodwell from Phoenix Lodge # 335. After a labored tie
-breaking process, our Leading Knight was declared a 
second-place finisher and Diane Bodwell was awarded 

first place. All of this notwithstanding, we are immensely proud of our Leading Knight, and ask that you join 
me in congratulating him for his performance both individually and as a representative of our Lodge. Well 
done John!!!! 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Robin Cox, Newsletter Editor 
 



  “Casa Grande Elks #1957 Hosts Benevolent Events” 

Casa Grande Valley, AZ #1957 held a Blood Drive Monday March 8, 2021 at the Lodge.   There were 58 
pints donated!  Our next blood drive is scheduled for May,  2021.   
 
Our Elks Riders donated $1400 to our scholarship program March 10.  A motorcycle poker run, raffles, and 
auctions were held to raise these funds.  
 
A banquet to honor our First Responders was held on March 26, 2021 to honor individuals within our com-
munity who go above and beyond in their line of service.  Honored were Officer Matthew Perry of the Casa 
Grande Police Department and Trooper David Rocha of the Arizona Highway Patrol. 
 
 
Submitted by: Donna Johnson, Lodge Secretary 
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“Bullhead City Elks #2408 Hosts Kids Expo” 

Recently the Bullhead City Elks attended 
the Kiwanis’ Kids Expo.  Loyal Knight 
Kathy Honse and lodge Chaplain Terri 
Frank set up the Elks Drug Awareness 
booth and also they showcased the various 
events the Elks do for the youth of the 
community.   
 
Submitted by: Terri Frank, Public Relations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured Honse handing out Red Ribbons to a 
young family who was checking things out. 

“Bullhead City Elks Lodge #2408 Student of the Month Awards” 

 
 
Two seniors from Mohave Accelerated Learning Center are 
recipient of the Bullhead City Elks Student of the Month    
certificate.   
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Terri Frank, Public Relations 
 
 
 
 
Left is Angel Estrella who is interested in the construction field and 
Kaylee Ann Cozart is going to NAU to become a teacher.  
 



 “2021-2022 Elks Training” 
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To All Arizona Elk Members 

 

In this time of need when we are doing are part to keep everyone safe and staying home why not take a few 
minutes and take the new #10 Elk Training Quiz.  Just follow the instruction below. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

In your Browser put in arizonelksassociation.org, once it opens scroll down to Elks Training - click on the 
blue training Elks quiz #10, when it opens scroll down to Quiz #10 and click on your district.  Fill in the    
information and take the quiz, when you finish question 10, click on submit. And you are done. 

You might just be surprised to see how much you know and learn something at the same time.  This new quiz 
will post on April 1, 2021.  Yes, there is a new Quiz each year.  This is a great Training Tool for your        
Officers and members of your Lodge. 

 

William Buttram, PDDGER 

AEA Elks Training State Chair 
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